Christian Universalist Association Ordination Program
Required Papers
All papers should be submitted after completion of required reading. See http://www.christianuniversalist.org/ordination/readinglist.doc for the list of readings.
I.
Your resumé, including education and demonstrating ministries and volunteer work.
II.
Your spiritual journey, including discussion of why you feel called to ministry in the CUA and what you hope to do as a minister. (1000 words minimum)

III.
Your personal beliefs, theology, and what Universalism and Christianity mean to you. May include a personal statement of faith and reflection on the CUA’s Statement of Faith. (1000 words minimum)

IV.
Signed copy of the CUA’s Statement of Faith and Non-Hatred Pledge. Download this document at http://www.christianuniversalist.org/ordination/faithandpledge.doc and print it out, sign and date it.
V.
Paper on each of the following, based on the reading assignments:

A. Explain the Biblical support for universalism in the Hebrew scriptures, making reference to verses in all of the following books (and others if you wish): Genesis, Exodus, Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea. Focus on the themes of sin and judgment, forgiveness and reconciliation. (1000 words minimum)

B. Explain the Biblical support for universalism in the New Testament, making reference to verses in all of the following books (and others if you wish): Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Timothy, 1 Peter, and 1 John. Discuss both the doctrine of universal restoration (apokatastasis) and the doctrine of divine sonship/divinization of souls (theosis). (2000 words minimum)

C. Compare and contrast the four required books on Christian Universalist theology.  Discuss each of their strengths and weaknesses and the different ways they present their message. (2000 words minimum)

D. Making reference to all of the books you were required or selected to read about the history of Christianity and Universalism, explain how and why universalist beliefs declined in the Christian church; how and why they reemerged during the Reformation and early modern era; how and why the Universalist Church of America declined as a Christian denomination; and what are the prospects for another revival of Christian Universalism in the 21st century. (2000 words minimum)

E. Explain how the two books you selected to read about ethics and pastoral care have influenced your view of the responsibilities associated with the ministerial calling. Discuss how you intend to cultivate the personal spiritual integrity necessary to serve credibly and effectively as a minister. (1500 words minimum)

F. Consider the possible connections between the concept of theosis as presented in the packet of articles about divinization and discipleship and Gulley and Mulholland’s vision of a grace-filled life and world. Making reference to all of the articles and the book, respond to the common accusation that Universalism is a “do-nothing” faith that leads to spiritual laziness and sin, and explain how Christian Universalists can be serious and active disciples of Jesus. (1500 words minimum)

G. Compare and contrast the two books about church planting and Christian community. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the different philosophies about creating and sustaining Christian faith communities expressed by the authors? Which ideas from each book would you use if you start a new church or would you recommend to a church in which you are involved? What are some of your own ideas for church or Christian community that were not discussed in these books? (1500 words minimum)
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